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Upcoming Activities at St. Michael   

February 19, 2012 
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WE ARE DESPERATELY IN NEED OF  

VOLUNTEERS FOR THE 

 ST. MICHAEL’S  LENTEN FISH FRY 

 

Attention ALL Fish Fry volunteers: 

Please contact Mark Steinhauer with availability for Fish Fries sched-

uled: Feb 24 and Mar 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30.   

We also need help Thursday afternoons and Friday mornings for 

these dates for preparations. 

 

Contact Mark at msteinhauer@mi.rr.com (preferred) or 734-620-

0631.  Thank you! 

What’s Happening 

Wake Up and Smell the Coffee 

 

 I was reminding my husband of his famous line from last 

Valentine’s Day, “it doesn’t matter how you start, only how 

you finish”.  We were both laughing about it again.  You may 

remember that I told the story that surround his 11

th

 hour stop 

at the florist and the exchange that took place between the cus-

tomers leading up to his, now unforgettable, line.  When I told 

you about it, I was reminding all of us that it’s never too late to 

grow closer to God.   

 That is exactly what Lent is about.  It is sort of a retreat of 

sorts that encourages us to practice the three spiritual disci-

plines of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.   All of this so that we 

can encounter God in the Triduum and at Easter in a more pro-

found and intimate way.  So this Tuesday night at our house we 

will make our Lenten commitment to those disciplines and do 

our best to purify those things in our 

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT PANCAKE  BREAKFAST TODAY! 

 

8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. in the school cafeteria. 

Parish Notes 

The Lenten Season. This Wednesday, February 22, is Ash        

Wednesday. The Lenten season is a special time of prayer and 

reflection and a time for penitential practices. Penitential prac-

tices are a means to acquire “mastery over instincts and free-

dom of heart.”  In the Precepts of the Church (#2043 in the 

Catechism of the Catholic Church) fast and abstinence has 

been established as a duty for Catholics to lead us to repen-

tance and conversion. 

      Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of total fast and 

abstinence. The other Friday’s of Lent are a time of abstinence 

from meat. Lent runs from Ash Wednesday until the Mass of 

the Last Supper on Holy Thursday, at which time, we are en-

couraged to enter into the Triduum fast beginning on Good 

Friday until the time of the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday 

night. 

     The laws of fasting bind a person from the day after their 

Continued on page 2 
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Do you have questions about annulment?  Were you 

married outside of the church and wish to enter into a  

sacramental marriage? 

 

Monday, February 27, 2012 

at 7:00 p.m. in the cafeteria 

Rev. Jerry Slowinski, J.C.L. 

Pastor of St. Jane Frances de Chantal 

& member of the Marriage Tribunal 

will speak about annulments. 

Rev. Bill Tindall will also explain how to enter into a  

sacramental marriage (convalidate). 

Baby Bottles  for Right to Life 

We are having a benefit for Right to Life Lifespan,  We 

will be passing out baby bottles to fill with money to 

help them in their fight for the unborn. 

Bottles will be distributed after all the masses next 

weekend.   All bottles must be returned  to the         

vestibule on the weekend of March 24-25 whether they are filled or 

not.   Please be as generous as you can. 

����������	������
�����������
����

���

��		�������	�������������

��������
����������
����

����� ����������������	�������
���

���������	���!"#����$������%%��!�#���

&����
��'�(�

��������! #���

$��������
����
�������

�



Page 2 

St. Michael News, Livonia 

hearts and actions that keep us away from him.   

 So why did I entitle this article “Wake Up and Smell the 

Coffee?”  Didn’t I just say that Lent (and life) are all about you 

and your relationship with God?  Of course!  This statement is 

meant to draw attention to the fact that many Catholics are not 

looking into the real facts behind the HHS mandate.  The 

Catholics that don’t agree with Church teaching with regard to 

contraception, abortion, or sterilization, may think that mandat-

ing “preventative” care (by the way, pregnancy is not a disease) 

is a good idea.  A wake-up call is needed! This absolutely is an 

attack on Religious freedom in this country and the Catholic 

Church is the biggest target.  Did you know that the President 

did not allow Catholics in the military to hear the letters their 

bishops sent in this regard?  Not only is freedom of religion at 

risk, but freedom of speech as well.   

 If you are getting your information from the main-stream 

media, then I urge you to research beyond their bias.  Go to:  

stophhs.com and read the real story!  I firmly believe, that 

unless we wake up and smell the coffee now and take a stand to 

preserve our freedom to worship and speak, we won’t be wak-

ing up in the land of the free for very long. 

 

Remember man that you are dust, and unto dust you shall  

return. 

        

                          Sharon Williams 

 What’s Happening continued from page 1  

18

th

 birthday until the day after their 59

th

 birthday. Fasting per-

mits one full meal per day and two smaller meals that do not 

equal the quantity of the main meal.  

     The law of abstinence binds a person from the day after 

their 14

th

 birthday throughout life. The law of abstinence for-

bids the use of meat on Ash Wednesday, Good Friday and the 

Friday’s of Lent. You may eat eggs, products made from milk, 

condiments made from animal fat and soups flavored with 

meat, meat gravy and sauces, so long as these do not contain 

meat.  

Stations of the Cross. As a way to more fully enter into the 

spirituality of the Lenten season, I invite you to participate in 

the prayer of the Stations of the Cross. Each Friday during Lent 

we will prayerfully recall the Lord’s passion and conclude with 

Benediction. I encourage parents in particular to bring their 

children, so that united as a family of faith, we might give 

praise to God as we recall Jesus’ gift of himself for our salva-

tion. Please join us for Stations of the Cross at         7:00  pm 

on the Fridays of Lent.  

Lenten Fish Fry. St. Michael’s is again hosting a Lenten Fish 

Fry. These Lenten meals will be held on the Fridays of Lent 

except for Good Friday. Dinner will be served from 4:30 until 

7:00pm. We hope that you will join us for dinner and then join 

us for Stations of the Cross. 

Mardi Gras. On Saturday February 11, St. Michael’s held its 

annual Mardi Gras dance and dinner. From all reports everyone 

had a good time. I want to thank Kristyn St. Clair and all the 

volunteers for all the hours of preparation they put in to making 

this a wonderful event. 

Health Care Mandate. Over the next several weeks, if not 

months, this debate over religious freedom will continue to 

escalate. EWTN Catholic Television Network has reportedly 

filed a lawsuit against the administration. It has also been re-

ported by the Cardinal Newman Society that Ava Maria Uni-

versity is also considering such a suit. But there is one other 

court that needs to speak and that is the court of the people. As 

Catholics, and all who support the freedoms guaranteed in the 

Bill of Rights of the Constitution of the United States, we must 

band together to protect our freedoms. We can do that through 

prayer and by contacting our representatives. But above all we 

must pray because, as Cardinal-designate Timothy Dolan has 

stated, “This latest erosion of our first freedom should make all 

Americans pause. When the government tampers with a free-

dom so fundamental to the life of our nation, one shudders to 

think what lies ahead”. I encourage you not only to pray but 

also to read. Through our website www.livoniastmichael.org 

you can find links to the United States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops (USCCB) and the Archdiocese of Detroit. Each will 

have additional links so that you may find additional informa-

tion. You can also visit www.catholicvote.org for more infor-

mation. One of the most telling aspects of the HHS policy is 

that it includes pregnancy with medical conditions referred to 

as “preventable diseases”. Pregnancy listed with other prevent-

able diseases! Need one say more?    

 

Fr. Bill Tindall 

Parish Notes continued from page 1  

COLLECTION FOR THE CHURCH  IN  

CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE 

 

“Christ is the light which illuminates the way” (Blessed John 

Paul II).  The collection for the Church in Central and Eastern 

Europe illuminates the way for the people of the region by 

helping Catholic organizations provide, food, shelter, medical 

care, and compassion for the depressed and lonely, in addition 

to pastoral care and catechesis.  Your donation today helps to 

reinforce the Christian ideals of charity, family values and 

kindness in a place struggling in the aftermath of 70 years of 

atheistic Soviet rule.  Please be generous to the Collection for 

the Church in Central and Eastern Europe.  Visit 

www.usccb.org/nationalcollections to learn more about the 

important projects funded by the collection. 

St. Michael Parishioners needed to 

help at Blessed Sacrament Cathedral  

For the Rite of Election-  

Sunday, February 26, 2012 

 

We are the sponsoring parish for the 2:00 p.m. Rite of Election on 

Sunday, February 26, at Blessed Sacrament Cathedral.  We need adult 

or children volunteers to assist with set-up, a cross bearer, two candle 

bearers, an incense bearer and two assistant servers.  Please contact 

Sharon Williams if you would for more information or if you would 

like to help      swilliams@livoniastmichael.org or (734) 261-1455 

ext. 207. 
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Parish Events/Meetings Mass Intentions 

Monday, February 20, 2012 

Weekday 

6:30 a.m. Mass 

People of St. Michael  

8:30 a.m. Mass 

+Mary Tremonti by Floyd & Rita Virant 

 

Tuesday, February 21, 2012 

Weekday 

Saint Peter Damian, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

6:30 a.m. Mass 

People of St. Michael 

8:30 a.m. Mass 

+Tim & Mary Lucid by family 

 

Wednesday, February 22, 2012 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

6:30 a.m. Mass 

People of St. Michael 

8:30 a.m. Mass 

+James Wasko by Parent Group 

+Lawrence Urban by family 

+Eugene Rizzo by family 

12:10 p.m. Mass 

People of St. Michael  

7:00 p.m. Mass 

People of St. Michael  

 

Thursday, February 23, 2012 

Lenten Weekday after Ash Wednesday 

Saint Polycarp, Bishop and Martyr 

6:30 a.m. Communion service 

8:30 a.m. Mass 

+Irene Soltman by Dee 

 

Friday, February 24, 2012 

Lenten Weekday after Ash Wednesday 

6:30 a.m. Mass 

People of St. Michael  

8:30 a.m. Mass 

+Patricia McKelsky by Regina McKelsky 

In Thanksgiving by James Coleman 

 

Saturday, February 25, 2012 

Lenten Weekday after Ash Wednesday 

5:00 p.m. Mass 

+John Stachurski by BJ 

+Emilia Mordarski by Jeanne & Greg Stempien 

 

Sunday, February 26, 2012 

First Sunday in Lent 

8:00 a.m. Mass 

+Calvin Hoffman by sacristans 

+Jimmy Steinhauer by family 

10:00 a.m. Mass 

+Dolores Cygan by husband 

+James Wasko by Hall family 

+Joseph Jentzer by fmaily 

12:00 p.m. Mass 

+Thomas Carey by McEvoy family 

Monday, February 20, 2012 

3:00 PM - 9:30 PM Basketball practices in Gym 

4:30 PM - 5:30 PM ENDOW in Convent Basement 

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM St. Monica prayer group in CB 

7:30 PM - 9:00 PM Boy Scouts tr 271 committee in Li-

brary 

 

Tuesday, February 21, 2012 

9:00 AM - 9:30 AM Mother of Perpetual Help in Church 

9:30 AM - 11:30 AM ENDOW in Convent Basement 

11:30 AM - 12:15 PM Jr. High choir practice in Church 

5:00 PM - 7:00 PM Brownie Troop #72786 in Science 

Lab 

6:45 PM - 7:45 PM Childrens Choir in Church 

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Bible Study in Library 

8:00 PM - 9:00 PM Adult Choir in Church 

 

Wednesday, February 22, 2012 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

3:00 PM - 9:30 PM Basketball practices in Gym 

3:15 PM - 4:00 PM Battle of the Books in Cafeteria 

3:30 PM - 4:30 PM Brownie Troop 74633 in Library 

3:30 PM - 4:30 PM Brownie Troop # 70739 in Science 

Lab 

7:00 PM - 8:30 PM Scrip Filing in G5 

 

Thursday, February 23, 2012 

9:00 AM - 10:00 AM Holy Hour/SHJ in Church 

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM Scrapbooking Club in Convent 

Basement 

11:30 AM - 12:15 PM Children's Hand bell Practice in 

Church 

3:00 PM - 4:30 PM Kindergarten Daisies in Science Lab 

6:00 PM - 9:00 PM Grief Ministry in Rectory 

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Church History Study in Convent 

Basement 

 

Friday, February 24, 2012 

3:00 PM - 9:30 PM Basketball practices in Gym 

3:15 PM - 4:30 PM Battle of the Books in Library 

4:30 PM - 7:00 PM Fish Fry in Cafeteria 

7:00 PM - 8:00 PM Stations of the cross in Church 

 

Saturday, February 25, 2012 

8:00 AM - 8:00 PM Basketball DISTRICTS  off site 

3:30 PM - 4:30 PM Confessions in Church 

 

Sunday, February 26, 2012 

9:30 AM - 11:00 AM RCIA in Convent Basement 

2:00 PM - 4:00 PM RCIA Rite of Election Off site 

5:00 PM - 6:00 PM Basketball DISTRICTS 

6:00 PM - 7:30 PM Boy Scout Troop 271 in Cafeteria 

6:00 PM - 7:30 PM Boy Scout Troop 271 in Gym 

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Youth Group in Convent Basement 

7:30 PM - 9:00 PM Catholicism series in Library 
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